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IQ.  (C)  MFA  Nonproliferation  and  Disarmament  Head  of  Section 
Mustafa  Yurdakul  convoked  us  on  October  17  to  raise  GOT 
concerns  about  the  US  proposal  on  technical  outreach  at  the 
MTCR  (reftel).  Yurdakul,  who  will  lead  the  Turkish 
delegation  to  the  MTCR  Plenary  in  Canberra  , said  while 
Turkey  supports  the  general  principle  of  MTCR  outreach  to 
non-partners,  Turkey  continues  to  support  a case-by-case 
approach  for  selecting  the  non-partners  with  whom  MTCR 
engages  in  outreach.  He  emphasized  that  Turkey  would  not 
support  a "one  size  fits  all"  approach  on  reaching  out  to 
non-members.  Yurdakul  said  the  Turkish  delegation  to  the 
MTCR  Plenary  will  be  prepared  to  defend  this  position  and 
asked  the  US  to  take  Turkey's  position  into  consideration. 

When  asked  whether  Turkey's  position  is  related  to  Cyprus, 

Yurdakul  acknowledged  that  MTCR  outreach  to  and  potential 
membership  for  Cyprus  would  be  "politically  problematic"  for 
Turkey.  We  reminded  Yurkdakul  that  the  purpose  for  MTCR  is 
to  promote  international  cooperation  to  fight  the  global 
threat  of  missile  technology  proliferation,  and  that 
expanding  the  adoption  of  MTCR  guidelines  and  standards  by 
interested  non-members  is  in  our  common  interest.  Yurdakul 
accepted  our  point,  but  reiterated  that  Turkey  cannot  agree 
to  issue  a "blank  check"  on  MTCR  outreach  to  or  admission  of 
new  partners,  and  said  again  that  Turkey  will  argue  for  a 
"case-by-case"  approach  in  Canberra. 

1.2 . (C)  Comment:  The  GOT  has  opposed  Cyprus'  membership  in  or 
even  contact  with  any  international  organization  or  regime  in 
which  Turkey  is  a member  and  Cyprus  is  not.  Yurdakul ' s 
comments  echo  Turkey's  position  in  opposing  Cypriot 
participation  in  the  Global  Initiative  to  Combat  Nuclear 
Terrorism  (GI).  In  the  case  of  GI,  Turkey  was  initially  an 
enthusiastic  partner,  hosting  the  second  meeting  of  GI 
partners  in  February  2007.  Since  Cyprus  joined  GI , Turkey 
has  dramatically  scaled  back  its  engagement  in  GI  activities. 

While  unfortunate,  we  can  expect  the  GOT  to  take  a similar 
approach  regarding  MTCR  outreach  to  and  membership  for  Cyprus. 
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